VARNISH-MAKING

CHAPTER  I
INTRODUCTORY AND HISTORICAL
LACQUER and varnish are liquids which when spread out
in a thin film on a surface become quickly changed so that
they form a solid coating, colorless or nearly so; but having
color in special cases. The face of the dry film as a rule is
smooth and shining, but is sometimes purposely made dull,
or what is called a mat surface. If the film is decidedly
colored, it is purposely so made. We therefore cover
various objects with lacquer or varnish to give them a
pleasing appearance; but at the same time they are pro-
tected against external injury.
A good lacquer or varnish has these qualities:
1.  It must dry within a short time after its-application.
2.  The dry film is uniform, hard, and lustrous, except
that certain varnishes have a mat surface.
3.  The finished coating is without cracks or flaws, and
sufficiently elastic to permit of a limited bending of the
foundation.
4.  It must be unaffected by atmospheric influences.
In general we understand that lacquers consist of hard
resins dissolved in suitable solvents.
If the solvent is volatile, as, e.g., ethyl or methyl alcohol,